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CARMINE R. BASSANO
3570 IVY DRIVE
BETHPAGE, N.Y., 11714

February 6, 1993

7The.ﬁdno;&bié Norﬁén'F{'Lént
2280 Grand Avenue :
Baldwin, N.Y., 11510

Dear Mr. Lent:

I have been interested in aviation for as long as I can
remember, I am an ex-Air Force fighter pilot and am active in
local and national competitive events. As such, I am very con-
cerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration
by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding
is PR Docket 92-235. 1If adopted, the new rules will greatly re-
duce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model
use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability
for controlling model airplanes.

Oour radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band.
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operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band
are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have
been able to share the band without either use interfering with
the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile freguencies
by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the
band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to the radio control freguencies and cause interference to
radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 freguencies
that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes,
only 19 fregquencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we
go to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and
bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety pre-
cautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio con-
trol frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished

as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become con-
gested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.




Ehey are also désignated ags "mobile"; therefore, we would never
know . where they are .operating, includlng right in the pit area

T vat our . £ield 6r on: ‘the Street néarby.. In- addltion,,the technical

speclflcatlons for the new equipment allows a legal frequency
tolerance which could place their signal directly on ours!

Please understand that the models I build weigh as much
as 8-10 lbs. and operate at speeds up to 120 m.p.h. Most of my
practice flying is done at a public park on Long Island. The
models themselves are expensive toc build; but more to the point,
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trol of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events
and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need
the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to

assure a safe flying environment. Also, I own six (6) pieces of
radio equipment that would be unusable if ths frequency assign-
ment is adopted!

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve
the operating conditions of land mobile radioc users at the ex-
pense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are
as _important as business users of radios, but we have a consider-
able investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like
myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the
commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime
by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76
MHz band. ‘

Sincerely,

Z .
ARMINE R,/ BASSANO
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The Honorable Peter King
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman King:

I have been interested in aviation for as long as I can remember.
Half of my life has been spent building and flying radio
controlled model airplanes and I am very active in local clubs
whose memberships total in the hundreds

I (we) am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) . The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new
rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently
assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and
attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band
are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we
have been able to share the band without either use interfering
with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer
to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.







